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WELCOME

Welcome to the Ist issue of the SANCRC's newsletter for 2022. This
newsletter provides a rich tapestry of information on progress we
have made as a coalition in advancing our priorities, new legal
developments, research, and pending advocacy opportunities, as
well as news from our member organisations and partners.

In this issue, we share the following articles highlighting new
developments and news from the sector, Parliament, and our
members:

Under our priority: Reducing the proportion of children at risk of
poor development:

e South Africa’s HCI has stagnated over the past decade

e 60% of children live in multi-dimensional poverty

e The World Bank publishes a report on financing for an
equitable recovery

e Children’s development neglected in the 2022 SONA - again

e Children’s development neglected in African Peer Review
agenda
e 2022 Budget takes the baton from the President

e Parliamentary and treaty body processes offer chance to
demand accountability for child rights governance

e Universal periodic review reporting process as a driver of
child rights governance

Under priority area 1: Coalition growth and development:

e Graca Machel Trust appoints new CEO committed to
working with the SANCRC
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WELCOME (continued)

Under priority area 2: Child rights governance:

The SANCRC continues to advocate for an effective ORC in
the Presidency
The CRG working group revisits its strategic priorities

UNICEF South Africa publishes child rights budget briefs

An invite for children to participate in the development of
a new general comment on economic, social and cultural

rights

Under priority area 3 and 4: Support for nurturing care and
protection:

SANCRC adopts an integrated approach to family support
and child protection

UNICEF publishes budget brief on prevention and early
intervention

Legal opinion from Professor Skelton on harmonisation of
age of children
A new child-centred HIV strategic plan in development

Treaty reporting processes offer chance to strengthen
support for nurturing care and protection

Under priority area 5: Inclusive, basic education (including early
education):

Education thematic working group refocuses its strategic
priorities

EELC publishes its review of the inclusive education system
in South Africa

UNICEF South Africa publishes budget brief on education

Joan Van Niekerk comments on the new learner pregnancy
policy

Treaty reporting processes offer entry points for inclusive
education advocacy
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WELCOME (continued)

e FCW invites SANCRC members to join a webinar on COVID 19
and ECD on 4 March 2022

A complete and comprehensive table of contents allows you to
navigate the newsletter with ease. By clicking on any of the items,

you will go straight to the section in question. In addition, each key
section has a more detailed breakdown of sub-sections in a list of
quicklinks listed on the left hand-side of the page. Once again, you
can click on any of these to take you directly to the relevant article,
or simply click on the return icon in the bottom left-hand corner of
each page to go back to the table of contents.

This newsletter provides a platform for the voice of civil society
and children as well as a portal to access the rich pool of
information that impacts our work. We therefore urge all
members, children, and partners, including government, research
institutes and others to share any news from your organisations,
developments, and opportunities that you may be aware of. We
will include this in the next issue. Please send any contributions to
us at the contact details provided in the newsletter.

This newsletter will be shared with members and our partners in
government, chapter nine institutions, development institutions,
donors, and others. We hope it will become a valuable resource
to support us in our collective work. We invite any interested civil
society organisation or activist to_join the coalition.

- The SANCRC Communications Working Group



Inclusive, sustainable
development requires
that every child
develop to their full
potential. This requires
realisation of their
rights to health,
nutrition, responsive
parenting, protection,
education (from
birth), and social
protection. Realising
only some of
these rights for
only some children
is not enough..
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OUR VISION

Our vison is a South Africa where our collective resources are managed by an
effective developmental state to realise the rights of every child to, not only
survive, but to develop to their full potential so that they may become active
citizens of a sustainably resilient, prosperous, safe, democratic and well-run
country.

More specifically, that South Africa has a child-centred rights-based national
governance system that:

1. Ensures that children’s rights are recognised as a national, rights-based
development imperative.

2. Ensures children’s rights are realised through state-wide action by every organ
of state and non-government partners through the development of strong
systems.

3. Ensures universal realisation of the right of every child to survive, develop, be
protected and participate, especially the most vulnerable and marginalised.

OUR MISSION

Our mission is to facilitate coordinated civil society communication and
advocacy for a stronger national child rights governance system that ensures
that children’s rights to survive, protection, to develop to their full potential
and participate are recognised and advanced as a national priority by all duty
bearers.

GOAL

South Africa has a child-centred rights-based national governance system that:
1. Ensures compliance with child and human rights treaty obligations.

2. Ensures that children’s rights are recognised as a national, rights-based
development imperative.

3. Ensures coordinated, state-wide action and accountability for realising the
rights of every child, especially the most vulnerable and marginalised, to
survive, develop to their full potential, be protected and participate in all
decisions that affect them.
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OBJECTIVES

To strengthen the following foundational building blocks of the national child
rights governance system:

An integrated programme that provides every family and the children in their
care with appropriate combinations of services and support they need to
provide and receive the nurturing care required to equalise and ensure their
optimal development.

Effective mechanisms for identifying all families and children at risk and
ensuring they access appropriate quality services to enable nurturing care.

Effective mechanisms to ensure government-wide, coordinated planning and
provisioning of the required combinations of services to children and their
families.

Adequate human, financial and infrastructural resources to plan, provide,
deliver, monitor and report on the provision and impact of programmes
supporting nurturing care.

Mechanisms to secure government-wide monitoring, measurement,
reporting on and accountability for provision of quality services that impact
on children’s rights.

Mechanisms to ensure ongoing improvement in provisioning to secure
universal realisation of children’s rights.

COALITION FUNCTIONS

Provide a unifying, communications, advocacy and planning platform for
bringing together a broad-based coalition of organisations to collaborate in
advancing a shared vision of a strong national, child rights governance system
that realises the rights of every child in South Africa.

Draw on our collective networks, knowledge, expertise and materials to build a
strong civil society movement.

Establish a web-based resource hub for the children’s sector where all relevant
information will be housed and can be freely accessed and shared.

Provide regular updates on changes, developments and processes that impact
on children to the coalition members using social and other media platforms.

Facilitate the monitoring of responses, identification of critical challenges, and
supporting and holding responsible role players to account for taking action to
realise children'’s rights.

Establish platforms for collective and inclusive deliberation and advocacy to
resolve challenges.

Facilitate civil society participation in international, regional and national
decision-making and accountability processes.
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Our vision OUR MEMBERS

Our mission . . ) . ' .
Our members are united in their shared vision of a South Africa where the rights

Goal of all children are realised and where no child bears the burden of poverty and
inequality. Our members:

Objectives N L o
e |nclude a broad base of organisations and individual advocates, activists,
Coalition functions researchers and development practitioners.

® Are located across the country in all nine provinces, in rural, urban and peri-
urban areas.

Our leadership team e Include NGOs, faith-based organisations, community based organisations,
development institutes, policy think tanks, research institutes, as well as
individuals who have committed to advancing the rights of children.

Our members

Join the coadlition

Contactus e Include children and child-led organisations.

OUR LEADERSHIP TEAM

The coalition is led by a steering committee made up of elected members drawn
from a wide range of organisations and disciplines, including children and child-
led organisations. The role of the committee is to provide leadership, oversight and
coordination of:

e Organisational development and management
e Strategic planning
® Resource mobilisation and partner management

Coalition communications

Mobilising and growing coalition membership.

The committee is supported by a small executive management team and
secretariat providing day-to-day management, communications, and logisticall
support to the coalition.

Save the Children South Africa currently acts as the secretariat, providing logistical,
communication and financial management support.

Return to Contents
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JOIN THE COALITION

Any interested non-government organisation, child rights advocate or activist
that shares the coalition vision is encouraged to join by simply completing and
submitting the membership application form.

The membership form that can be accessed by clicking on the following link:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Y673MDG

We would prefer all members complete the form electronically through the link
provided. If you click on the link, you will access the form on the Survey Monkey
platform that will enable us to develop our membership data base more efficiently
and effectively.

Should you prefer, you can download the Membership Application Form,
complete it and send it to the coalition secretariat at the following e-mail address:
infor SANCRC @savethechildren.org.za

CONTACT US

Please feel free to contact us via the secretariat:

Save the Children South Africa:
3rd Floor

Festival Office Park

353 Festival Road

Hatfield

Pretoria

0028

South Africa

Telephone: Phone: 012 430 7772/5

E-mail: infor.SANCRC @savethechildren.org.za

Our website will be up and running soon and we will share the URL shortly.


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Y673MDG
https://advocacyaid.com/images/SANCRC-Membership-application-form.docx
mailto:infor.SANCRC%40savethechildren.org.za?subject=
mailto:infor.SANCRC%40savethechildren.org.za?subject=
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REDUCING THE PROPORTION
OF CHILDREN AT RISK
OF POOR DEVELOPMENT

South Africa has committed to ensure that all children, especially the most
vulnerable and marginalised, not only survive, but develop to their full
potential. Fulfilling this promise is key to meeting the country’s treaty and
constitutional obligations, as well as a pre-requisite to achieve our national
development goals of eliminating poverty and inequality.

Building South Africa’s human capital for sustainable development depends
on the realisation of children’s inter-dependent rights, especially the rights of
the most marginalised and vulnerable, that will ensure their equal and optimal
development.

This in turn depends on the provision of appropriate combinations of services
across the life cycle of every child. Critical services include health care,
nutrition, responsive caregiving, quality education (starting from birth until
the completion of schooling), protection from all forms of abuse, neglect and
exploitation, social protection, and their civil and political rights, including
birth registration, access to information, the right to voice their opinions, and
participate in decisions affecting them.
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OUR PRIORITY:

REDUCING THE PROPORTION OF CHILDREN
AT RISK OF POOR DEVELOPMENT
PROGRESS MONITOR

No progress in reducing the proportion of children failing to develop to their
full potential.

SOUTH AFRICA’S HCI HAS STAGNATED OVER THE PAST DECADE

The World Bank’s updated 2020 Human Capital Index (HCI) measures the
amount of human capital that a child born today can expect to attain by age
18. South Africa’s HCI has not changed since 2010 because of our failure to
secure children’s developmentally critical rights. Despite having increased our
health and education budgets - which now account for the lion’s share of the
country’s resources - South Africa is set to lose more than half of its human
capital. A child born in South Africa in 2010 would only develop to 43% of their
potential. There has been no change. A child born today will be 43 percent
as productive when she grows up as she could be if she enjoyed complete
education and full health.

As a result, the very foundational building blocks of our country’s

human capital — most children in South Africa — remain trapped in an
intergenerational cycle of multi-deprivational poverty that denies them the
right to develop to their full potential. This means that the human capital upon
which our sustainable national development depends will remain unrealised.

"Human capital—the knowledge, skills, and health
that people accumulate over their lives—is a central
driver of sustainable growth and poverty reduction.
More human capital is associated with higher
earnings for people, higher income for countries,
and stronger cohesion in societies.”

The time has come to place children’s development at the centre of
government’s recovery plan and at the centre of its journey to achieve
sustainable inclusive development.


https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/34432
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OUR PRIORITY:
REDUCING THE PROPORTION OF CHILDREN
AT RISK OF POOR DEVELOPMENT
PROGRESS MONITOR (continued)

60% OF CHILDREN LIVE IN MULTI-DIMENSIONAL POVERTY

The country’s HCI will not shift until every child in South Africa receives the
nurturing care and protection they need to develop to their full potential. This
is quite simple, children need to receive an age-appropriate combination of
services across their life cycle, including health and good nutrition, responsive
caregiving, education from birth until they exit childhood, protection from
abuse, neglect and exploitation, and social protection, including a birth
certificate, adequate water and sanitation, social security, and of course
access to information and the opportunity to participate in decisions that
affect them.

The high levels of poverty and social exclusion in South Africa have disrupted
children’s nurturing care, with parents, families and other caregivers unable
to provide the care their children require. They in turn require sustained and
appropriate support to overcome the risks to nurturing care.

This is where the challenge lies. Our child care and protection safety net have
holes in it with many children and families falling through it to create a human
capital crisis.

OUR RISK BAROMETER:
CHILDREN'S ACCESS

TO NURTURING CARE
FOR EQUAL & OPTIMAL
DEVELOPMENT

o Children experiencing
mulitple deprivations

The SANCRC aims to increase
the proportion of children
with access to nurturing care,
without which they will not
develop to their full potential.

Children accessing
nurturing care

Stats SA and UNICEF’s Child Poverty in South Africa: A multiple overlapping
deprivation analysis - found that 60% of South Africa’s children failed to
access developmentally critical services — notably adequate income support,
health care, nutrition, protection and education.

3


https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/media/4241/file/ZAF-multidimensional-child-poverty-analysis-policy-brief-07July-2020.pdf#:~:text=Child%20Poverty%20in%20South%20Africa%3A%20A%20Multiple%20Overlapping,children%2C%20or%2062.1%20per%20cent%2C%20are%20multidimensionally%20poor.
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/media/4241/file/ZAF-multidimensional-child-poverty-analysis-policy-brief-07July-2020.pdf#:~:text=Child%20Poverty%20in%20South%20Africa%3A%20A%20Multiple%20Overlapping,children%2C%20or%2062.1%20per%20cent%2C%20are%20multidimensionally%20poor.
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OUR PRIORITY:
REDUCING THE PROPORTION OF CHILDREN
AT RISK OF POOR DEVELOPMENT
PROGRESS MONITOR (continued)

As a result of multiple deprivations, UNICEF's Country Profiles for Early
Childhood Development estimates that 38% of children in South Africa under
the age of five years are at risk of poor development outcomes.

To bring about change in these deeply worrying statistics and outcomes
requires the highest and most effective levels of regional and national
leadership to ensure children’s development is recognised, actioned and
accounted for a rights-based, inclusive sustainable development priority.

This leadership is sorely lacking, as we show in the next few articles
reflecting on the invisibility of children’s development, their rights and child
rights governance in the national and regional development agendas.


https://nurturing-care.org/south-africa-2021/
https://nurturing-care.org/south-africa-2021/
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[E]xamines the central role of finance in the recovery from what has
been called a once-in-a-century crisis and charts pathways toward a
robust and equitable recovery. Achieving an “equitable recovery” means
that all adults, including vulnerable groups such as poor adults, women,
and small businesses, are able to recover from losses of jobs, incomes,
human capital, and assets.

COVID-19 has widened inequality both within and across countries.
Addressing financial risks is important to ensure that governments
and financial institutions can support the recovery, including through
investments in public services, such as health care and education. It is
also critical that households and firms do not lose access to financial
services that can strengthen resilience to economic shocks, including
the loss of income and the unanticipated expenses many are incurring
during the pandemic. Success in addressing these risks will help limit
the damage to sustainable development outcomes and support an
equitable recovery.

[it | incorporates new research, data collected throughout the crisis, as
well as country case studies to document the immediate financial and
economic impacts of the pandemic, the government responses, and
the risks that have materialized or are imminent. These risks include an
increase in nonperforming loans and financial sector distress; a lack

of options for households and businesses to discharge debts incurred
during the pandemic through formal insolvency; tighter access to credit;
and elevated levels of sovereign debt.

With the goal of directing countries toward options that can support
an equitable recovery, this Report then highlights policies that respond
to some of the adverse impacts of the crisis and mitigate spillovers of
financial risks.


https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/wdr2022
https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/wdr2022
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OUR PRIORITY:
REDUCING THE PROPORTION OF CHILDREN
AT RISK OF POOR DEVELOPMENT

NEW LAWS AND POLICIES AFFECTING OUR PRIORITY

CHILDREN’S DEVELOPMENT NEGLECTED IN THE 2022 SONA - AGAIN

The SANCRC, together with UNICEF South Africa, again appealed to the
Honourable President Ramaphosa to profile children’s rights to nurturing care
and protection as a national sustainable development priority in his 2022
SONA speech and set the stage for state-wide prioritisation and actioning

of the country’s commitment to establish a developmental child care and
protection system. Our submission requested that he include the following
statement in his speech:

I take this opportunity to emphasise that children’s rights must from

this point forward, notably those that will equalise and optimise their
development, be a national sustainable development priority. It must,

as such, be advanced by all organs of the state working in collaboration
with civil society, business, the media and other development partners.

The 2022 SONA speech started with the promising statement that:

The path we choose now will determine the course for future
generations. That is why we are taking steps to strengthen our
democracy and reaffirm our commitment to a Constitution that protects
us all.

We are working together to revitalise our economy and end the
inequality and injustice that impedes our progress.

We are standing together against corruption and to ensure that those
who are responsible for state capture are punished for their crimes.

We are rebuilding the State and restoring trust and pride in public
institutions.

If there is one thing we all agree on, it is that the present situation — of
deep poverty, unemployment and inequality — is unacceptable and
unsustainable.

However, the path chosen neglects children and focuses almost exclusively
on business-driven economic recovery — and little on social, civic and
political recovery.
The President does commit to creating an environment:
1. In which the private sector can invest and unleash the dynamism of the
economy; and
2. In which South Africans can live a better life and unleash the energy of
their capabilities.

However, the focus of his speech is on item 1, with scant detail or innovation to
advance commitment 2.

Of deep concern is that there is absolutely no mention of the importance of
enabling nurturing environments to unlock the development potential of the
country’s greatest and growing asset - its children.


http://www.advocacyaid.com/images/sancrc_sona_speech_submission_2_feb_2022_signed.pdf
https://www.gov.za/node/811648
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OUR PRIORITY:

REDUCING THE PROPORTION OF CHILDREN

AT RISK OF POOR DEVELOPMENT

NEW LAWS AND POLICIES AFFECTING OUR PRIORITY
(continued)

President Ramaphosa emphasised, from the outset, that the focus will be on
the same priorities as in the previous year:

e overcoming the COVID-19 pandemic,

e a massive rollout of infrastructure,

e a substantial increase in local production,

e an employment stimulus to create jobs and support livelihoods, and
e the rapid expansion of our energy generation capacity.

Almost his entire speech dealt with supporting the business environment and
job creation.

Precious little was said about how we will build the human capital needed

to create and sustain those jobs and a build a new generation of workers,
business leaders, good governors and parents who will sustain the envisaged
growth.

The SANCRC is deeply concerned - a concern that should be shared by the
whole of civil society, all other organs of state, such as Parliament, the SAHRC
and courts, as well as business, the media and others — that, in the face of
our human capital crisis represented by the stagnating HCI, the only mention
made of children in the SONA was in the following fragment — “many
children still have to brave overflowing rivers to reach schools.”

He also mentions that he engaged with two young people in his office who
shared their views on the challenges and solutions for South Africa. However,
he failed to mention or reference the well-established Children’s Parliament
and their demands for advancing their and the country’s development.

The SANCRC will be mounting a robust campaign this year to ensure that
the President provides effective leadership of an effective developmental
state that is built on a strong child rights governance system.
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NEW LAWS AND POLICIES AFFECTING OUR PRIORITY

(continued)

CHILDREN'’S DEVELOPMENT NEGLECTED IN AFRICAN PEER REVIEW
AGENDA

All African states have committed to prioritise children’s development
to unlock the human capital potential in the continent’s growing young
population.

It is estimated that by 2050, Africa will be home to 1 billion children. Currently,
the majority do not enjoy equal opportunities and do not develop to their full
potential. The African Child Policy Forum has called this “a ticking time bomb”
for Africa.

All member states of the African Union, including South Africa, have endorsed
Africa’s Agenda 2063 and Africa’s Agenda for Children 2040, recognising that
inclusive sustainable development of the continent depends on realising the
rights of all children to secure their equal and optimal development. As such,
all African states have committed to ensure state-wide action by the multiple
responsible role players to recognise and advance children’s rights to equal
and optimal development to lay a key foundational building block of the
continent’s growth and development.

The AU mechanism for monitoring our collective progress in progress
towards the SDGs and Africa’s Agenda 2063 goals is the African Peer Review
Mechanism (APRM).

The APRM is an African Union initiative to support the strengthening of
developmental governance in all member states to advance the continent’s
shared goals, as captured in Africa’s Agenda 2063, to achieve inclusive social
development.

The APRM is described by the AU as:

[A] mutually agreed instrument voluntarily acceded to by AU member
States as an African self-monitoring mechanism. [it is] Africa’s unique
and innovative approach to governance with the objective of improving
governance dynamics at the local, national and continental levels.

THE APRM’S VISION IS:
The full actualisation of transformative leadership and practice for the Africa
we all want.

THE APRM’S MISSION IS:

To promote the African Union’s ideals and shared values of democratic
governance and inclusive development by encouraging all Member States
of the Union to collaborate and voluntarily participate in the home grown,
credible, rigorous, independent and self-driven peer review process and the
implementation of its recommendations.
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THE APRM’S PURPOSE:

To foster the adoption of policies, standards and practices that lead to
political stability, high economic growth, sustainable development and
accelerated sub-regional and continental economic integration through
sharing of experiences and reinforcement of successful and best practice,
including identifying deficiencies and assessing the needs for capacity
building.

The Chairperson of the APRM is our very own President Ramaphosa who
recently opened the 31st Summit of the APR forum.

Given the centrality of children’s development to achieve inclusive sustainable
development, one would expect the APRM to recognise their rights and the
associated need for systemic, developmental child rights governance as an
apex priority. One would expect that children’s development and child rights
governance be visibly profiled in President’s Ramaphosd’ s opening speech
of the 31st summit.

Unfortunately, this is not the case. Children’s rights to equal and optimal
development and the urgency for all countries to adopt a child rights
governance system - that is a governance system that explicitly and
deliberately places the realisation of children’s rights at the centre of

all policies, institutional arrangements and progress, and that monitors
progress in increasing the continent’s Human Capital Index - are invisible
on the APRM agenda.

In his opening address President Ramaphosa noted that “the African Peer
Review Mechanism is integral to our efforts to meet the aspirations of Agenda
2063, of a continent that is integrated, prosperous and peaceful.”

Yet, children and the stagnating HClI is not mentioned once.

South Africa has completed its internal 6th Country Review and will, along with
countries like Nigeria, Namibia, the Niger, Kenya and Uganda, be undergoing
the peer review process during this session of the committee. Whilst the report
has not been published, if we look at the 5th Country Report it is clear that
children are not recognised and addressed by South Africa, or the wider APR
community, as a governance and development priority.

The 5th Country Report recognises that “Harnessing Africa’s immense
potential is a priority of the 21st century.” However, in formulating the solutions,
the report omits to mention children’s equal and optimal development as

a critical lever to unlocking this potential. Instead, it focuses on “reduced
unemployment, higher living standards, less poverty and deprivation and a
redistribution of wealth and income in favour of the poor.”

With regards to children, there is only one dedicated section in the report,


https://www.gov.za/speeches/president-cyril-ramaphosa-31st-african-peer-review-forum-heads-state-and-government-4-feb
https://www.gov.za/speeches/president-cyril-ramaphosa-31st-african-peer-review-forum-heads-state-and-government-4-feb
https://www.aprm-au.org/publications/country-review-report-no-5-south-africa/
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(continued)

and it deals only with the issue of violence against children. This is obviously
a major concern, but on its own, not enough to ensure that we equalise and
optimise the development of children in South Africa.

The challenge is not uniquely South African. It is a continental challenge,
and the African Peer Review Mechanism should provide strong and effective
leadership of child rights governance as a critical building block of an
effective developmental state.

The Africa Governance Report is published annually by the APRM. It reflects

on the adequacy and maturity of developmental governance to drive
sustainable, inclusive development. The 2021 Africa Governance Report was
presented to the 35th Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the AU on 5 February 2022. It has not yet been published on
the APRM'’s site, but it is certain to be as silent as the 2019 report on the critical
issue of Child Rights Governance and effective mechanisms for ensuring

the harnessing of the continent’s resources to secure the equal and optimal
development of children.

Civil society, especially the SANCRC, must demand that the APRM and its
chair, the Honourable President Ramaphosa provide the continental and
national leadership required to make sure that children’s equal and optimal
development is a sustainable, development priority, and make child rights
governance a measurable indicator of effective continental developmental
governance.
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2022 BUDGET TAKES THE BATON FROM THE PRESIDENT

The Honourable Minister of Finance, Enoch Godongwana presented the
national budget speech in Parliament on 23 February 2022. In Parliament’s
own words, this is a critical piece of the national governance cycle as the
“budget takes the baton from the President to share how the government'’s
plan of action, as articulated in the SONA, will be financed.”

Minister Godongwana opened his speech with the following words:

The President reminded us that even as we face steep and daunting
challenges, like we have done in the past, we will overcome. To do so,
we need to strike a critical balance between saving lives and livelihoods,
while supporting inclusive growth. This budget presents this balance.

In the 2021 MTBPS we committed ourselves to charting a course towards
growth and fiscal sustainability. This budget reasserts this commitment.
It narrows the budget deficit and stabilizes debt. It also extends income
and employment support to the most vulnerable, addresses service
delivery shortcomings and provides tax relief.

However, these interventions cannot replace the structural changes our
economy needs. Difficult and necessary trade-offs are required.

Projected economic growth is cause for concern.

Global and national economic growth projections have been revised
down

Government debt has reached R 4.3 trillion and is expected to increase
to R 5.4 trillion in the medium term.

The country’s financing priorities in this constrained environment — in a bid
to balance the dual demands of human capital development and inclusive
growth — include the following:

Securing the financial sustainability of ESKOM

Continued investments in the ECconomic Reconstruction and Recovery
Programme - through investments in electricity, ports, rail and
telecommunications

Increased investments in infrastructure as the backbone of a thriving
economy funded by a revitalised public-private partnership

Support for recovery of SMEs in the post-Covid period
R 76 million has been allocated to job creation programmes

The largest slice of the pie (60%) goes to social spending on health,
education and social security to support vulnerable families.
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The increased allocation of substantial funds to human capital investments
is welcomed. However, what is of concern is that this has been the trend

in past budgets — with education, health, and social security receiving
extensive and growing public resources. Despite the growth in our social
spend, there has been no correlating increase in the country’s Human
Capital Index, with children’s development prospects having remained
unchanged for the past decade.

The risk of poor returns on our social investments has increased exponentially
in the context of COVID 19. A recent World Bank publication highlights that
human capital losses linked directly to loss of education during COVID 19 has
set the world back and unless extraordinary measures are taken to equalise
the losses, experienced mostly by already vulnerable children, poverty and
inequality will deepen further to set development back by more than a
decade.

The authors note that school closures in countries like South Africa, resulted
in the loss of more than 200 school days, and this amounts to about one and
half school years. They note further that:

This prolonged interruption in learning could have grave long lasting
effects, particularly in middle income and poor countries.

Most of the impact will be on children and youth who happened to

be between 4 and 25 years old in 2020 and 2021, generating a huge
intergenerational inequality. Being out of school for that long means that

children not just stop learning, they also tend to forget a lot of what they
have learned. In late 2020

An additional 7 million students would drop out of school. The effects on
marginalized minorities and girls will be even worse. Our loss estimates
have been revised upwards, and now we expect that, unless swift and
bold action is taken, learning poverty can reach 70%.

The Minister of Finance does not make a clear call for improved coherence
and efficiency in spending to ensure the funds are used strategically to
provide the combination of services required to equalise and optimise
development — notably of children.

A significant proportion of the social spend goes to grants. This is necessary,
but not enough on its own to shift human capital development.

Key allocations include the following:
® R 32.6 billion to implement fee-free higher education
® R 246 billion to address shortfalls in teacher compensation
e R 15.6 billion extra to the health departments

e R 8.7 billion to the police budget
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e R 11 billion to the Department of Justice and Constitutional Development
to resources the justice systems and courts

e R 58.6 billion to the Departments of Social Development over the
medium term to fund grant increases

e An extra R 28.9 billion to municipalities to provide services, especially for
the poor.
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PARLIAMENTARY AND TREATY BODY PROCESSES OFFER CHANCE TO
DEMAND ACCOUNTABILITY FOR CHILD RIGHTS GOVERNANCE

There are many upcoming advocacy opportunities where the issues raised
can be put to the relevant decision-makers and they can be asked to account
for failing to fulfil their child rights governance duties. They offer key entry
points for the children’s sector to work collaboratively with fellow-oversight
structures, including Parliament and treaty bodies to demand answers and
the prioritisation of children’s development through the country’s policy and
governance framework.

Opportunities include the following:

e Parliamentary oversight and participatory review, debates and approval
of the national, provincial and departmental annual plans and budgets
in the 1st quarter of the year

e State Party and shadow reports to AU and UN treaty bodies, notably the:

e CSO report on the country’s progress in addressing the previous
comments made during the Universal Periodic Review process
(due by 31 March 2022)

e The CSO shadow report to the African Committee of Experts on
the Rights and Welfare of the Child — due by mid-2022

e The CSO shadow report on the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities

e Submissions to the AU’s African Peer Review Mechanism on
South Africa’s national internal review of its progress and state of
governance to support inclusive, sustainable development.
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UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW REPORTING PROCESS AS A DRIVER OF
CHILD RIGHTS GOVERNANCE

What is the UPR and how can we use it to drive the child rights system’s
strengthening advocacy agenda?

It is a UN process whereby member state’s rights-based governance systems
and fulfiment of their collective treaty obligations are reviewed by the peers -
all other member states.

The process is conducted by the UPR working group made up of 47 members
of Council.

The review is based on a report submitted by the State, reports from treaty
and UN bodies, and information provided by human rights institutes and
NGOs.

NGOs thus have a critical role to play in making the UPR process a system’s
strengthening catalyst. NGO's can participate in multiple ways to highlight
poor outcomes for children and the underling governance or systemic causes
and develop and submit recommendations for remedying the situation — for
inclusion in the concluding recommendations that Government must address
and report on in the next cycle.

As such, this offers the children’s sector, acting through the SANCRC, the
chance to take stock of government'’s systematisation of its implementation
responsibilities to achieve inclusive, rights-based, sustainable development
through the equal and optimal development of all children — as prescribed
by the collective of more than 20 treaty and development instruments that
all seek to achieve the same outcome through the imposition of the same
responsibility on government — the adoption of a rights-based governance
system to build human capital.

The UPR cycles run across a 4 and half year period and the 3rd cycle (2017 -
2022) is coming to an end.

CSOs have until the 31st of March 2022 to make submissions to the UPR
working group on South Africa’s track record in engaging in human and child
rights governance as the engine of building human capital for sustainable,
inclusive development.

Government must submit its report by July 2022.
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In 2020, 60% of children in South Africa were deprived of the nurturing care
they need to enjoy an equal opportunity to develop to their full potential.
The 2020 Child Poverty in South Africa: A multiple overlapping deprivation

analysis found that more than half of the children in South Africa failed to
access the income support, health care, nutrition and education rights that
are not only constitutionally protected, but essential for their development,
protection and participation.

The proportion of children at risk of poor development will have increased
thanks to COVID-19 and the estimated 38% of children under the age of five
years are at risk of poor (and avoidable) development outcomes will have
increased comparably.!

Addressing this challenge and changing the developmental trajectory of
children and the country requires effective advocacy to strengthen the
national child care and protection system. Strengthening the country’s track
record in respect of only some services and rights, for only some children
some of the time will not empower this and future generations of children to
escape the intergenerational poverty trap that has sustained their chronic
social, economic, civil and political exclusion.

No one organisation can achieve this outcome acting alone. Therefore, the
SANCRC has been established and has developed a three-year strategic plan
of action built upon the following five thematic priorities. These have been
prioritised because they are necessary to strengthen the national system of
child-rights governance and equalise and realise the right of every child to
develop to their full potential:

Coalition growth and development

. Child rights governance
. Family support for nurturing care

. Child protection

o A W N -

. Inclusive, basic education (including early education)
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GOAL

To become an inclusive, broad-based civil society coalition that is an effective
advocacy body with the resources, capacity, and institutional arrangements
to support the fulfilment of its functions.

OBJECTIVES

1. To facilitate the democratic and transparent governance and efficient
management of the coalition.

2. Grow the coadlition as a broad-based, representative child rights
organisation.

3. Ensure a well-informed, engaged civil society coalition.

4. Development of our member’'s advocacy capacity.
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COALITION GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT
NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

GRACA MACHEL TRUST APPOINTS NEW CEO COMMITTED TO
WORKING WITH THE SANCRC

The Graca Machel Trust has announced the appointment of its new Chief
Executive Officer, Ms Melizsa Mugyeni. She brings a wealth of experience,
expertise and stable leadership to the organisation.

Ms Mugyeni has noted that she is committed to strengthening and sustaining
the working relationship between GMT and the South African Child Rights
Coalition primarily to translate all rights for all children into a reality.
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CHILD RIGHTS
GOVERNANCE

GOALS

To strengthen the national child rights governance system to ensure state-
wide prioritisation, action and accountability for ensuring that all children,
especially the most vulnerable, receive the nurturing care required to survive,
develop to their full potential, be protected and participate in all decisions
that affect them.

Specifically, to ensure that the public system of governance through which
decisions are made as to the allocation and accountability for use of
resources recognises and advances children’s rights as a national, rights-
based development priority.

OBJECTIVES

To facilitate, coordinate and support evidence-based advocacy by coalition
members at global, regional, and national levels for strengthening the
national child rights governance system through:

a. Regular monitoring, documentation, and reporting on the status of the

child rights governance system and progress in advancing the rights of
children to equality and to develop to their full potential.

b. Assessment and advocacy for improved compliance of national
planning documents, frameworks and institutional arrangements with
child rights governance requirements and indicators.

c. Facilitating coordinated knowledge of, and participation in child rights
treaty and development body processes.
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CHILD RIGHTS GOVERNANCE
PROGRESS MONITOR

THE SANCRC CONTINUES TO ADVOCATE FOR AN EFFECTIVE ORC IN
THE PRESIDENCY

As previously reported, the SANCRC has worked with partners like UNICEF South
Africa and others to ensure that there is effective leadership and coordination
of the requisite state-wide prioritisation of children’s development and its
advancement through child-centred planning by all organs of state. If the
country is to see a significant and sustained increase in the number and
proportion of children who have an equal opportunity to and do develop to
their full potential, it must galvanize state-wide commitment and action to
enable comprehensive nurturing care and protection.

To this end, the SANCRC has advocated for the establishment of an effective,
well-resourced, adequately mandated Office on the Rights of the Child (ORC)
in the Presidency.

The structure does currently exist and is housed within the Department
of Social Development. The SANCRC has been informed about recent
developments with regards to the ORC's positioning.

The National Plan of Action for Children (NPAC) established the ORC and
proposed two possible locations: the DSD and the Presidency.

A decision has been taken, seemingly in principle, to move the ORC from the
DSD to the Presidency. A government task team drawn from the DSD, the
Presidency and the Department of Public Service and Administration (DPSA)
has been tasked with managing the migration.

The human resources implications have been mapped out and a letter has
been sent to national treasury requesting funds for the ORC in the Presidency.
However, a challenge is that the request was made after the deadline for
budget adjustments and Treasury replied with a concern. It has advised that
the move can go ahead in April, but the funding will be channeled through
the DSD — which must use existing funds, as no further funds are available. The
funds must be managed by the DSD chief financial officer.

The challenge is that the ORC in the DSD is very poorly resourced. To move
over the existing limited resources to the Presidency will not yield an effective
ORC.

The Presidency is apparently equally concerned at the lack of funds.

This places the migration at risk until adequate funds are secured. However,
there is a moratorium on further human resources funding in Government,
making it unlikely that additional funds will be secured.

Plans are afoot to develop and submit a memo to Cabinet on 24 March to
address these issues.
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CHILD RIGHTS GOVERNANCE
PROGRESS MONITOR (continued)

Our key concerns include the following:

There is no civil society representation on the task team

There has been no consultation with civil society or Parliamentary or
other public debate on the issue

There has been no evidence put forward / shared with regards to what
constitutes the most effective choice that will address the leadership,
coordination and wider child rights governance issues preventing
progress in South Africa

The SANCRC communications to the Presidency demanding an inclusive,
participatory evidence-driven process have been ignored. To date

there has been no acknowledgment of receipt of the letters and no
reciprocation.
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CHILD RIGHTS GOVERNANCE
PROGRESS MONITOR (continued)

THE CRG WORKING GROUP REVISITS ITS STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

Given the seriousness of the issues related to the ORC, the CRG thematic
working group met in mid-February to discuss the issue of the ORC along with
other critical child rights governance concerns, identify our priorities and plan
for strategic advocacy in the coming governance cycle.

The group agreed that the SANCRC would address the following strategic
priorities in the medium to long-term advocacy cycle 2022 - 2025:

The location of the ORC in the Presidency. We will in the short term
engage robustly with the exclusively government task team to ensure
civil society has a seat at the table and a voice in the deliberations and
decisions made.

We will build and strengthen the relationship between the SANCRC and
Parliament to enable the sharing of information and alignment and
mutual support of our respective accountability and oversight roles.

We will in the longer-term advocate for Parliament to establish a
dedicated children’s portfolio committee as called for in the Children’s
Parliament manifesto.

Treaty, development and national child rights reporting processes will
be prioritised as a vehicle for ensuring that a wide spectrum of our
member’s voices is heard and presented in shadow reports and oral
submissions with a view to strengthening the child rights governance
cycle.

We will pursue the Child Rights Governance conference to mobilise
state-wide knowledge and adoption of a child rights governance
system, building on the extensive work done in 2021.

At a local level, we will engage with the District Development Model
as a vehicle for ensuring systematic child rights governance by local
government.

We will work to strengthen the decentralised provincial leadership and
coordination of child rights governance.

In the longer term we aim to interrogate and influence the national,
provincial and local budgets to be a key building block of the CRG
system. We will advocate for the budgets to support a coherent
developmental child rights agenda that ensures state-wide resourcing
of the support needed to enable nurturing care for sustainable.
development.
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CHILD RIGHTS GOVERNANCE
NEW RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENTS

UNICEF SOUTH AFRICA PUBLISHES CHILD RIGHTS BUDGET BRIEFS

UNICEF South Africa has published its annual Budget Brief series for a number
of sectors that have a bearing on the well-being of children, including:

e Education

e Nutrition

e Prevention and early intervention.
UNICEF explains that:

The Briefs analyse the composition and allocation of sector budgets
while describing how proposed allocations and past spending are likely
to affect the realisation of children’s socio-economic rights.

For 2021, the Budget Briefs had a special focus on equity for children in
the social service budgets. In addition to the Budget Brief, a completed
Policy Brief on ‘Fiscal Space for Children’is also available.

The MACRO brief and the Policy Brief provide a holistic overview of the fiscal
space for children. The thematic briefs are described in more detail under our
thematic focus areas later in this newsletter.

The MACRO or National Budget Brief provides an overview of the wider fiscal
context, the deteriorating fiscal space, and an overview of movements in
sector-specific budgets.

The overarching take-away from the analysis is that:

The present budget cuts present a real threat to the equity gains made
over the last decade. In the context of government departments’ general
challenge to maximise the use of resources, the immediate future for
social service spending for children appears bleak.

In view of the need to sustain the equity gains and to address the
concomitant quality challenge for public services, the national and
provincial governments are encouraged to:

I. Recognise that each child service is unique, has different equity
and quality challenges, and all governments must engineer
a policy and financing response which is commensurate with
children’s most immediate needs.

Il. Carefully weigh the balance between expanding the grant base
(extensive margins) and increasing the monetary value of the
Child Support Grant (intensive margins) to bring such spending in
line with the country’s Food Poverty Line.

llI. Sustain investments in public clinics, which are used heavily
by poorer children, while simultaneously working on efforts to
improve the reach and quality of primary healthcare services for
children, especially in rural areas.
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CHILD RIGHTS GOVERNANCE
NEW RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENTS (continued)

IV. Re-think the stagnant growth in per learner spending in public
schools and focus additional investments in quality learner
support materials and teacher-centred quality interventions.
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CHILD RIGHTS GOVERNANCE
NEW LAWS & POLICIES AFFECTING OUR PRIORITY

We have nothing to share in this issue.
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CHILD RIGHTS GOVERNANCE
ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITIES

AN INVITE FOR CHILDREN TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF
A NEW GENERAL COMMENT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
RIGHTS

Child Rights Connect has published a notice and supporting documents
related to the UN's Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Call
for children’s participation in the development of a new General Comment on
Sustainable Development and Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

It has published details and supporting materials to encourage and enable
children’s participation in this process on its website.

Child Rights Connect notes that:

This is the first time that the CESCR will involve children in the
elaboration of a General Comment. The objective of the Committee is
to gather children’s views at an early stage to ensure that the first draft
of the General Comment reflects children’s views and understanding of
how the issues that the Committee will be looking at affect their rights.
Other opportunities will be provided for children to engage throughout
the process to ensure a sustainable engagement.

The consultations will take place via zoom on 5 and 6 April 2022.
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

Nothing to report in this issue.
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FAMILY SUPPORT FOR

N

URTURING CARE

GOAL

To strengthen the system of integrated and comprehensive support provided
to parents, families, and caregivers to enable their provision of nurturing care
to secure the development of children in their care to their full potential.

OBJECTIVES

2.

To strengthen government-wide operationalisation of the National Child
Care and Protection Policy and the National Integrated ECD Policy.

Strengthen the enabling legal framework to provide nurturing care
to promote children’s development and prevent abuse and poor
development outcomes.

Strengthen the sustained availability of and equitable access to
essential programmes to enable the provision of nurturing care,
including:
a. Health and nutrition for development and prevention of disability
and stunting; and

b. Parenting support for responsive caregiving.

Strengthen human resources capacity for child-centered developmental
planning, provisioning, resourcing, monitoring, and system'’s
strengthening.

Increased allocation of public resources to support implementation of
a package of promotive and preventative support services for enabling
nurturing care.

Strengthen information management and monitoring systems to ensure:

a. The identification of families and children at risk and their referral
for support

b. The monitoring and reporting of family / caregiver access to
the package of support required to enable nurturing care and
children’s access to all nurturing care domains

c. The dissemination and use of data by all role players to improve
planning and provisioning for support for nurturing care.
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FAMILY SUPPORT FOR NURTURING CARE
PROGRESS MONITOR

SANCRC ADOPTS AN INTEGRATED APPROACH TO FAMILY SUPPORT
AND CHILD PROTECTION

The family support and protection working groups came together in two joint
planning meetings in February 2022 and agreed that our two priority areas -
family support & protection - should be integrated into one thematic area.

The group unpacked the strategic value of pursuing these as integrated
priorities, reviewed the name of the new priority area, and redefined a set of
integrated goals, objectives and outcomes which are set out below.

The group will meet again to map out a detailed implementation plan. This
will be undertaken under the guidance of a number of sub-working groups
who will lead and coordinate our shared advocacy to address long-standing
systemic issues that have disenabled nurturing care and protection of
children across the caregiving continuum.

A copy of the slides presented at the meetings and the agreed outcomes can
be viewed here.

In summary, the following was discussed and agreed:

e Sustainable, rights-based development is impossible without support
for enabling nurturing care and protection by all caregivers across the
caregiving continuum

e The caregiving continuum is the entire spectrum of spaces and places
where children live, play, learn, transact, access information etc. Families,
communities, alternative care settings, service providers, businesses, the
media and

£CD cantres, schools, clinics, home affairs offices,
sociol welfare offices, local municipalities, parks elc.

Community-members & leoders,
rolfigious loadors & ploces of worship,
NGOs, politfcal parties
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FAMILY SUPPORT FOR NURTURING CARE
PROGRESS MONITOR (continued)

e All caregivers in these spaces have a duty to provide nurturing care and
protection to ensure every child, not only survives, but is protected and
develops to their full potential.

Protection from
abuse, neglect and
exploitation

Health and
nutrition

Caregivers
provide every
child with nurturing
care and
protection

Responsive
caregiving

Education

e All caregivers are duty-bound to ensure children receive the full suite of
nurturing care and protection they need to develop to their full potential.

e (Government is duty-bound to enable caregivers to fulfil this duty. It has
committed to do so by establishing and maintaining a developmental
child care and protection system to secure the provision of support
and services required to enable the provision of nurturing care and
protection.

® Receiving only one or some services some of the time is not good
enough. Every child must receive all elements of nurturing care, including
protection. The objective is to prevent abuse, and in so doing protect all
children alongside ensuring their development through the creation of
enabling nurturing and protective environments.

e This can only be achieved through the adoption and maintenance of
an adequately resourced developmental child care and protection
system as documented and committed in the National Child Care and
Protection Policy.

The Policy commits to a shift to a developmental model of child care and
protection. It emphasises and seeks to correct the historical imbalance which
has seen too much emphasis and money going to statutory services, leaving
little for the necessary developmental child care and protection system built
on family support for nurturing care.
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FAMILY SUPPORT FOR NURTURING CARE
PROGRESS MONITOR (continued)

Our current separation of family support and protection into two thematic
areas may very well aggravate the problem. We need one integrated
thematic area focusing on advocacy for an integrated, developmental
child care and protection system that enables universal nurturing care and
protection across the caregiving continuum.

Therefore, it was agreed to consolidate the thematic working groups to the
same outcome, goal and objectives, and to change the name of the focus
area to reflect the underlying logic.

A suggested name put forward was: Nurturing care and protection

The proposed goals:

® To secure implementation of the developmental childcare and
protection system provided for in the National Child Care and Protection
Policy to ensure all children develop to their full potential through receipt
of nurturing care and protection

e Increase the provision of quality, sustainable integrated and
comprehensive support to all caregivers to enable their provision of
nurturing care and protection across the caregiving continuum

e Increase the provision of quality, sustainable integrated and
comprehensive support to all caregivers to enable their provision of
nurturing care and protection across the caregiving continuum

e Reduce the number and proportion of children:
e Failing to develop to their full potential; and

+ Experiencing violence, abuse and/or neglect across the
caregiving continuum
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« SANCRC adopts an INTERVENTION
integrated approach to . . . .
family support and child UNICEF South Africa has published a budget brief that reviews the adequacy
protection of the country’s funding of prevention and early intervention as a critical
New research & building block of the developmental child care and protection system.

developments
* UNICEF publishes budget
brief on prevention and 1. “The new budget structure that underlies the FY2014 budgets and MTEF
early intervention . . . . . , .
i . is an important advance, particularly in respect of children’s services. It
- Legal opinion from Professor . ificati f . )
R AL G allows separate identification of services such as child and youth care
of age of children centres (CYCWs), early childhood development (ECD) and community-

based services.”

Key findings and recommendations of the brief include the following:

New laws & policies

affecting our priority 2. PElis cost-effective in that it avoids the large expenditures associated
* A new child-centred HIV with dealing with harm after it has already been inflicted. As such, the

strategic plan in development targeted allocation of 5% of provincial DSD funds to implement PEl is
Advocacy opportunities “unambitious”.

- Treaty reporting processes
offer chance to strengthen

3. There is wide variation and inequities in provincial allocation of funds for

support for nurturing care PEl, ranging from nearly 22% in Gauteng in 2017/18 to less than 1% in
and protection North-West, across the period. These variations as well as decreases
News from our members over time are cause for serious concern given the strategic importance
of PEl services to an effective developmental child care and protection
system.

4. The National Department of Social Development NDSD “does not
currently feel able to dictate to provinces given the latter’s “autonomy.”

Return to Contents 3 7
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FAMILY SUPPORT FOR NURTURING CARE
NEW RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENTS (continued)

LEGAL OPINION FROM PROFESSOR SKELTON ON HARMONISATION OF
AGE OF CHILDREN

The current Children’s Amendment Bill process has raised questions for some
as to whether we need to harmonise all provisions relating to children’s ages.

Professor Ann Skelton presented a legal opinion to the Social Development
Portfolio Committee on whether this is necessary.

In terms of the current legal framework, Professor Skelton found that it is not
only unnecessary, but indeed undesirable to harmonise all laws regulating
the age of children. She noted that the CRC and ACRWC set the age of
childhood from 0- 18 years. However, this does not require that children only
be permitted to engage in different activities at one set age. She noted that
the CRC and the ACRWC include the principle of “evolving capacities” which
recognises that, although children of all ages need some protection, this must
be balanced with the recognition and protection of their autonomy / maturity
as they grow older.

What this means is that it is not possible to “set one age for all matters”. For
example, the age of sexual consent, marriages, criminal responsibility and
consent to medical procedures.

In fact, to do so, would deny children the equally protected rights they have as
rights-bearing citizens to form their own opinions and participate in decisions
that affect them — in accordance with their evolving capacities.


http://www.advocacyaid.com/images/prof_ann_skelton_age_of_majority_and_the_harmonisation_debate.pptx
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FAMILY SUPPORT FOR NURTURING CARE
NEW LAWS & POLICIES AFFECTING OUR PRIORITY

A NEW CHILD-CENTRED HIV STRATEGIC
PLAN IN DEVELOPMENT

Our esteemed member, Joan Van Niekerk shared
the following article on preparations under way
for developing an evidence-based HIV and AIDS
strategic plan that will ensure nurturing care and
protection for affected children.

Children and HIV/AIDS, STls, TB and COVID:
Working towards the New National Strategic
Plan 2023 to 2028

The Children’s Civil Society Sector held a Summit in November 2021 to update
knowledge and awareness on the impact of the pandemics on children

and the achievement of the NSP 2016 to 2021 goals. As Covid 19 impacted on
many HIV and AIDS services, the NSP 2016 to 2021 was extended into 2022. The
children’s sector was particularly impacted and are far from reaching the
90/90/90 goals:

- 90% of children with HIV detected

- 90% of those children HIV+ detected placed on appropriate treatment
and

- 90% of those treated are immunologically suppressed.

The present position is that only 80% of children have their status confirmed
and of those only 68% are on treatment and only 65% are immunologically
suppressed.

There are much smaller numbers of infected children in the under 5 age
group because of the success of the PMTC programme, higher numbers in the
14-to-19-year age group, and in between numbers in the middle age groups.

Most children who are not accessing treatment are in the adolescent age
groups - aged 10 to 14 and 15 to 19 years. Over the past 5 years, testing
campaigns focused on adults and the testing of children was somewhat
neglected. Furthermore, during the COVID pandemic, the redirection of health
resources resulted in slower progress towards achieving national HIV/AIDS
goals.

The new Global AIDS Plan is that countries should work towards achieving
a 95/95/95 proportionality on testing and awareness, treatment, and
immunological suppression.

The Way Forward for the Children’s Civil Society Sector (Civil Society Forum
of the South African National AIDS Council.

At a summit meeting of the Children’s HIV and AIDS, TB and STl Sector
in November, a decision was made to convene six discussion groups to
ensure that children’s needs are integrated into the National HIV/AIDS, TB, STI
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Progress Monitor Strategy 2023 to 2028. All who are interested are warmly invited to join one
» SANCRC adopts an of the discussion groups initiated at the Summit to continue discussions in

’fgﬁ%‘r/a;igséprf;%?fg;ﬁd preparation for the development of the NSP

protection Please we do need active participation and still require coordinators for 3
New research & groups.
developments
- UNICEF publishes budget The discussion groups are:

brief on prevention and 1. The impact of COVID 19 on children, led by Greer Schoeman, email

early intervention

- Legal opinion from Professor

Skelton on harmonisation 2. The global AIDS strategy 2021 to 2026: Coordinator to be confirmed.
of age of children

address: Greer Schoeman greer@sanaccsf.org.za

3. TB epidemics and children. Coordinator to be confirmed
New laws & policies

affecting our priority 4. Strengthening care giver support and the key priorities for parenting:
« A new child-centred HIV coordinated by Ms Nozoko Majola nozuko@sanac.org.za
strategic pian in development 5. Child and teenage pregnancy/the new DBE policy/child protection:

Advocacy opportunities coordinated by Joan van Niekerk joanvn@iafrica.com

- Treaty reporting processes
offer chance to strengthen
support for nurturing care

and protection
News from our members

6. Child Participation (coordinator to be confirmed)

The election of children’s sector leaders: The election of sector leaders is
essential to drive the implementation of the new NSP.

There is a cascading tier of Civil Society Forum Representatives to ensure
representation on AIDS Councils at every level.

Local AIDS Council children’s
representatives

District Council children's
representative

Provincial
children’s reps

National
children's
reps

The Civil Society Children’s Reps are volunteers or members/employees of
organisations who take on an unfunded mandate, but there is the hope that
with new funding this may change.

Return to Contents 40
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FAMILY SUPPORT FOR NURTURING CARE
NEW LAWS & POLICIES AFFECTING OUR PRIORITY
(continued)

The necessary criteria for nomination and appointment to be a Sector
representative:

e Experience of working in or for an organisation actively involved in issues
related to respective Sector.

e In-depth knowledge of the purpose and functioning of the Provincial
AIDS Council and Civil Sector Forum.

e Experience working in or leading an organisation that has presence in at
least 3 districts.

e In-depth understanding of the current HIV/AIDS policy discussions in the
country and province.

e At least 5 years working experience relevant to Sector in HIV/STI & TB
issues including sector coordination.

e Demonstrated passion for Sector.

e Ability to travel, prepare for and attend Council meetings to represent
the respective sector.

The necessary qualities of sector representatives include

e Excellent communication skills including the capacity to negotiate
effectively and report writing.

e Ability to report back to Sector members and share information relevant
to Sector and Council activities and programs.

e Confirmed participation in respective Sector for the past 5 years.

e Comprehensive understanding of the national, provincial, district
children’s issues.

e Ability to lead and mobilise other Sector members.
® Proven track record of Sector coordination.

e Strong analytical skills. Ability to engage and process information and be
able to advice the Council on HIV/STI & TB related issues

e Ability to lead and mobilise the relevant Sector behind a common vision.
These qualities and characteristics require a person with knowledge and skills.

Members of the SANCRC are urged to identify and nominate children’s sector
leaders. You may also self-nominate.

All questions should be directed to Joan van Niekerk (Present Children’s Sector
Leader but hoping to pass this responsibility on!) at joanvn@iafrica.com
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FAMILY SUPPORT FOR NURTURING CARE
ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITIES

TREATY REPORTING PROCESSES OFFER CHANCE TO STRENGTHEN
SUPPORT FOR NURTURING CARE AND PROTECTION

There are a number of advocacy opportunities to advance the coalitions
objectives. These include:

1. The pending State Party and CSO shadow report on the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities — due in June 2022

2. The pending CSO Universal Periodic Review report due at end March
2022

3. The pending CSO shadow report on the state’s implementation of the
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child.
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FAMILY SUPPORT FOR NURTURING CARE
NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

We have nothing to share in this issue.
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CHILD PROTECTION

ALL INFORMATION RELATED TO THIS PRIORITY AREA WILL
FROM HEREON FORWARD BE DOCUMENTED UNDER OUR NEW
PRIORITY AREA 3

GOAL

Every child in SA, documented or undocumented including children with
disabilities, is protected from all forms of violence.

This requires that South Africa adopts and implements an effective
developmental child care and protection system that addresses the
challenges that impact on the ability of families to care for and protect
children, as well as ensure the protection and reintegration of children who fall
victim to violence.

Therefore, the goal of is to strengthen the systematisation, and in so doing,
the implementation of the developmental child care and protection system
provided for in the National Child Care and Protection Policy.

OBJECTIVES

1. Strengthen the systemic implementation of the Child Care and
Protection Policy to ensure availability and access to quality services to
protect all children from violence.

2. Secure increased human and financial resources to secure promotive
and preventative services, reduce the need for statutory protection
services and ensure quality statutory services are available to all who
need them.
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INCLUSIVE, BASIC
FDUCATION

GOAL

Inclusive basic education from birth until the completion of formal basic
education is a non-negotiable for ensuring the rights of children to survive,
develop to their full potential, be protected, and participate. As such it is a
foundational building block of a rights-based developmental child-care and
protection system — and a foundational building block of the coalition’s vision
and goal.

The failure to realise the rights of all children to inclusive basic education
sustains the patterns of inter-generational poverty and inequality that impede
inclusive and equitable child and national development. Children living in
poverty, in under-serviced rural and peri-urban areas, the youngest children
aged 0-2, children with developmental delays and disabilities, ill children,
children involved in child labour, teen parents and other vulnerable groups
experience chronic educational exclusion.

The goal of this thematic area is therefore to eliminate educational exclusions
and inequalities that drive intergenerational poverty and inequality by
strengthening the enabling policy and legislative framework.

OBJECTIVES

1. To strengthen the enabling policy and legislative framework for a
coherent, coordinated well-resourced single inclusive basic education
system.

2. To advocate for the development and adoption of a national inclusive
basic education policy and supporting laws — to replace White Paper 6
and consolidate the multiple policies in places.

3. To advocate for the development and adoption of a robust inclusive
early education policy and law.
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INCLUSIVE, BASIC EDUCATION
PROGRESS MONITOR

EDUCATION THEMATIC WORKING GROUP REFOCUSES ITS STRATEGIC
PRIORITIES

The education thematic working group met in February 2022 to review and
agree on its strategic priorities for the current planning cycle to secure

a quality, inclusive education system. Click here to view a power point
presentation on the strategic framework agreed to for 2021.

The working group agreed that it will, in this year, consolidate its resources to
focus on strengthening the inclusivity of the education system. The issue of
ECD and early education will be addressed within this broader framework of
inclusive education.

The working group’s discussion and agreements were informed by the
findings from a timely review conducted by a leading coalition member, the
Equal Education Law Centre of White Paper 6.

White Paper 6 provided the planning framework for South Africa’s inclusive
education system. It was adopted 20 years ago when the governing global
and regional framework and evidence was very different. As such, White Paper
6 is a very dated instrument. In addition, it has been poorly systematised and
implemented. In effect, after 20 years, White Paper 6 has not translated into
an effective, inclusive education system. Large numbers of vulnerable children
remain excluded because of multiple, often intersecting vulnerabilities,
including disability, health, poverty, and geography, amongst others. These
exclusions are set to deepen in the post-Covid context.

EELC's review highlighted critical systemic weaknesses, and based on these
findings and discussions amongst the group, the thematic working group
agreed to the following priorities and broad strategic framework for the
current planning cycle:

1. The SANCRC will focus, in the current planning cycle on advocacy to
strengthen the national inclusive education system.

2. It will adopt a dual approach:

a. It will advocate, in the longer term, for systemic change to
strengthen the legal or regulatory, resourcing, leadership and
coordination and monitoring and quality improvement building
blocks of the national system; and

b. In the short-to-medium term, the SANCRC will advocate for
fulfiment of existing duties and commitments to increase access
to quality education as an immediately realizable right for
vulnerable children whilst the longer-term system’s strengthening
advocacy continues

3. The longer-term priorities are to strengthen:

a. The enabling legal and regulatory framework to ensure clarity
of responsibilities and mandates, to ensure harmonisation,
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INCLUSIVE, BASIC EDUCATION
PROGRESS MONITOR (continued)

standardisation and equality and consistency across sectors,
provinces, districts and schools to weave together an

effective system, and strengthen the grounds for holding role
players accountable for fulfiment of their commitments and
responsibilities. In this regard, specific outcomes that will be
pursued, include the drafting and adoption of an evidence-
based, updated multi-sectoral inclusive education policy and
supporting law; develop norms and standards and regulations
to ensure consistency in implementation at different levels and
within different sectors; ensure the legal status of the Screening
Identification and Assessment Strategy (SIAS) is elevated to
regulations so that it can be funded and enforced; and ensure
that national and school admission policies and laws are
strengthened to prohibit and prevent exclusions.

The resourcing of inclusive education through the development
and costing a national, feasible funding model to support
operationalisation of the inclusive education policy and laws and
ensuring adequate resourcing of all ordinary public schools as
sites of inclusive education.

Develop a costed educator development strategy to ensure all
educators received quality, timely pre- and in-service training.

Strengthen leadership and coordination by ensuring that the
Department of Basic Education is mandated and accountable
for the system through a clearly defined multi-sectoral
implementation model.

The national information management system must be
strengthened to collect, generate and ensure the use of data

for evidence-based planning of the system, monitoring and
reporting on progress and informing a process of ongoing quality
improvement.

4. In the short-to medium term, the SANCRC will advocate for fulfillment of
existing mandates and responsibilities to ensure that as many children
as possible are identified and included. Low-hanging fruit identified as
key includes:

b.

Ensuring the adequate resourcing and provision of assistive
devices

Ensuring that infrastructure and teaching and learning materials
necessary for creating an inclusive, enabling teaching and
learning environment are funded and provided

Develop the capacity of current human resources, including their
planning, budgeting, and provisioning capacity at the levels of:

i. Management structures such as school governing bodies and
school-based support teams

if. Teachers.
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INCLUSIVE, BASIC EDUCATION
NEW RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENTS

EELC PUBLISHES ITS REVIEW OF THE INCLUSIVE EDUCATION SYSTEM
IN SOUTH AFRICA

As mentioned under the previous article, the EELC has undertaken and
published the findings of a review it conducted of the regulatory framework
for inclusive education and its implementation in South Africa.

Key findings of the review include the following:

The current regulatory framework is inadequate to support clarity of
mandate and responsibilities, to hold role players accountable, and
ensure consistency and equality in implementation

A feasible, costed funding model for inclusive education must be
developed

Admission policies and laws must be strengthened

All ordinary public schools must be resourced to be inclusive schools
and the concept of full-service schools abandoned

Training of teachers for inclusive education must be prioritised and
scaled up

Leadership and coordination, which is key to an effective multi-sectoral
system, is weak, given lack of clarity as to mandates, ineffective
coordination structures and poor resourcing of this critical function

Out-of-school children must be identified, and special measures put in
place to ensure their inclusion and the provision of quality, adequately
resourced education.
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INCLUSIVE, BASIC EDUCATION
NEW RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENTS (continued)

UNICEF SOUTH AFRICA PUBLISHES BUDGET BRIEF ON EDUCATION

UNICEF South Africa has published a budget brief on basic education. Key
findings include the following:

1. The basic education sector has seen significant growth in budget
allocations and participation rates over the past decade.

2. Increased resourcing has been used for educator compensation,
infrastructure, goods and services and ECD programmes.

3. "Benefit incidence analyses were done which showed that the net
impact of the school funding policies after 1994 led to a situation of
funding equity, instead of the stronger “redress” demanded by core
education policies and legislation.”

4. "The strong gains of the last decade are under threat. Over the latest
Medium Term Expenditure Framework (2021 MTEF), the basic education
budget is projected to decline by 3.9% on average for the next three
years. Incidentally, the same spending categories that were drivers
of growth during the last decade, are now targeted for substantial
reductions.”

5. “In view of the sharp and consistent decline in allocations to basic
education budgets over the medium-term; if sustained, the equity gains
of the last decade are likely to be reversed.”
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INCLUSIVE, BASIC EDUCATION
NEW LAWS & POLICIES AFFECTING OUR PRIORITY

JOAN VAN NIEKERK COMMENTS ON THE NEW LEARNER PREGNANCY
PoOLICY

The Minister of Basic Education is launching the new Learner Pregnancy Policy
on the 17th of February at the Platinum Village Secondary School, Rustenburg,
Bonjonala District, North West Province.

The DBE recognises that learner pregnancy compromises the completion of
basic education for girls as this contributes school dropout and disrupts the
completion of their education.

Of those children who leave school to deliver a baby, only about a third return
to school. During the COVID pandemic learner pregnancies increased.

Pgllij(;ﬁNB:lscol ES T":)U.I%BYEERALSS TERMINATIONS NU1I;/I0BTE¢2LOF

10 - 14 YEARS PREGNANCIES
2017 2052 84669 9327 96048
2018 3247 120431 14609 137747
2019 3888 125335 16199 145422
2020 3774 132612 14043 150429
2021 1053 35209 3228 39490**

** quarter 1is 30.4% of the average over the preceding 4 years.

Ms Mpisi in her address to the SANAC summit noted

There are a number of causes for early and unintended consequences.
these include structural, biomedical, sexual and relational. The
unintended pregnancies increased the vulnerability of adolescents and
young women. These vulnerabilities included economic factors, poverty
and disruption of education, child headed households, and health
consequences....Because of poverty many young girls find themselves in
relationships that are inter-generational, which have large power gaps.
Girls find themselves in relationships with older men and they are not
able to negotiate safe sex and protection.”
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INCLUSIVE, BASIC EDUCATION
NEW LAWS & POLICIES AFFECTING OUR PRIORITY
(continued)

The DBE did have a learner pregnancy policy, but this was found to
compromise the rights of girls as it was sometimes used to exclude children
from school if pregnant. It was therefore withdrawn, and a court order
required the DBE to develop a new policy.

The two main goals of the new policy are:

e to reduce school pregnancy by comprehensive sexuality education as
well as ensure access to youth and adolescent access to contraception
and youth health services.

e To promote the constitutional rights of girls to education by ensuring
that they are not excluded from schools as a result of pregnancy and
birth and to provide a supportive environment for the continuation of
learning.

There are five main actions in the policy:
e Creating an enabling environment
e Prevention
e Care counselling and support
e |mpact mitigation
e Policy implementation.

The DBE has developed an implementation plan and a process of regular
review of the policy to ensure elimination of discrimination and abuse of
learners.

To encourage the prevention of pregnancy, learners must have access

to accurate knowledge about prevention including delayed sexual debut,
abstinence and contraception, and the role of gender equality in relationships.
Learners must be educated about age-appropriate sexual reproductive
health and rights so that they can make good decisions about their own
sexuality and relationships. Schools must provide this information through

the comprehensive sexuality education in the life skills and life orientation
curriculum.

Schools must provide care, counselling and support when a learner has fallen
pregnant. As children may hide their pregnancy and this affects attendance
at ante natal care, for fear of being judged or punished. Learners must stay at
school and encouraged to return to school if child care can be organised as
well as assisted with continuous educational support.

A structure must be put in place to make sure the policy implementation
is guided, monitored and reported, in combination with DOH and other
departments.

There was consultation with children on the policy and children themselves
suggested the inclusion of peer support in the policy. The policy also
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INCLUSIVE, BASIC EDUCATION
NEW LAWS & POLICIES AFFECTING OUR PRIORITY
(continued)

recognises that many pregnancies are the result of abuse and coercion, and
the critical role of child protection and justice structures is recognised.

NOTE: DSTV Channel has begun a six-week series on learner pregnancy,
which began on 2nd February 2022. Please watch this programme if you have
access. Some concerns have been expressed about screening children’s
stories in this programme as it may increase the vulnerability of the children
involved and contribute to rights violations.
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INCLUSIVE, BASIC EDUCATION
ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITIES

TREATY REPORTING PROCESSES OFFER ENTRY POINTS FOR
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION ADVOCACY

There are a number of advocacy opportunities to advance the coalitions
objectives. These include:

4. The pending State Party and CSO shadow report on the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities — due in June 2022

5. The pending CSO Universal Periodic Review report due at end March
2022

6. The pending CSO shadow report on the state’s implementation of the
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child.
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INCLUSIVE, BASIC EDUCATION
NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

FCW INVITES SANCRC MEMBERS TO JOIN A WEBINAR ON COVID 19

AND ECD ON 4 MARCH 2022

P
FCW invites
an ECD Webinar

Thejmpact of Covid-19
PerspectivesH “ECB

Date: 4 March 2022
Time 120.00 - 12.00

b
'i
v &

4 Presenter: Prof. Cathy Draper
- MRC/Wits Developmental He
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